SATAL
 
UC Merced


Hints for Being Effective in the Discussion


Think about the point you want to make, and then be sure that you have stated your position explicitly before you conclude:

· The point I’m trying to make is…

· I’m not saying …., but …

· I think this idea is important because of several reasons …

· It may sound as if I believe …, but the truth is …

· Does this make sense? Have I made myself clear?

Make a tie back to something that another speaker said:

· When Rebecca said, “…,” I was reminded of …
· When Joshua said, “…,” I couldn’t help but think of (the point that author Y made in the essay…) (a similar experience I had with …)

· I liked the point that Jason made when he remarked that …
· It seems that Diane and Dick are saying the different thing, but there may be common ground between their viewpoints.

· Although Sam and Cindy seem to have a strong position, I don’t agree totally, because…

· At first, I thought I understood the point that Mary was making and agreed with her, but …

If you think the discussion has wandered off topic or another issue should be brought up:

· This discussion has taken an interesting turn, but could we return to …

· I think there is another point to this topic that we haven’t considered yet. 

· I think we’ve gone off into a rabbit trail a bit. We’ve been talking about …, but I’m unsure what the relationship is to our original topic.

· While this topic is interesting, I’m not sure that it relates to our task at hand. Could I bring us back to a previous point?

· The discussion so far has been very interesting; but is there a larger issue we haven’t addressed, mainly …

If you are unsure of a point another speaker has made:

· I think I understood you to say … Is that correct?

· Would you mind giving me a bit more information about your point? Could you explain what you mean by …?

· When you said …, did you mean …?

· Could you explain a more of the tie you made between ... and …?

If you want to draw out a quiet participant:

· Rosco, what you do think about …?

· Jacqueline, do you agree with Ricardo when he says …?

· Daniel, I know you must have some experience with this topic. Could you share your viewpoint on this?

· If everyone believed as Jaime does, what do you think would be the result, Margi?

· Have you heard anything that gave you new insight into the topic (created a conflict with your viewpoint) (gave support to your take on this topic)?
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